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1948

2019-2020
Germany is elected as a 
non-permanent member of the  
UN Security Council.

1994 
The Federal Constitutional 
Court passes a landmark ruling 
on Germany‘s military participa-
tion in missions abroad.

1992 
Following a small advance 
mission in Cambodia 1991, the 
Bundeswehr deploys the first 
German troop contingents to 
UNTAC (Cambodia, 1992-1993), 
UNPROFOR (former Yugoslavia, 
1992-1995) and UNOSOM II 
(Somalia, 1993-1994).

1990 
After the fall of the Berlin Wall 
in 1989, the two German states 
are reunited in October of the 
following year.

1973 
24 years after their creation,  
the Federal Republic of Germany 
and the German Democratic 
Republic join the UN.

2021 
UNAMA (Afghanistan): The Spe-
cial Political Mission remains on 
the ground after the withdrawal 
of NATO and its partners. 

2022 
After its occupation of Crimea 
and other Ukrainian territories 
in 2014, Russia launches a 
large-scale attack on Ukraine in 
February 2022.

2023 
75 years of UN peace opera-
tions: currently 12 Peacekeep-
ing Operations and 14 Special 
Political Missions are deployed. 
50 years of German member-
ship in the UN.

2002 
UNOWA is the UN’s first region-
al office and covers West Africa. 
In 2016, its area of operation is 
extended to include the Sahel 
region and the office is renamed 
UNOWAS.

2005/2006 
The principle of the Responsi-
bility to Protect (R2P) commits 
the international community 
to intervene when states fail to 
fulfil their obligation to protect 
their population from genocide 
or similar crimes.

2003 
In March, a coalition of the 
willing under the leadership of 
the US, a permanent member of 
the Security Council, launches 
a military operation in Iraq with-
out a clear UN mandate.

1999 
Transitional administration mis-
sions in Kosovo (UNMIK) and 
Timor-Leste (UNTAET) assume 
executive tasks.

1961 
ONUC (Republic of the Congo) 
becomes the first “robust” mis-
sion. This is the first time the 
Security Council authorises the 
use of military force to enforce 
the mandate. 

1960 
ONUC (Republic of the Congo) 
from 1960-64 is the first major 
UN mission with up to 20,000 
personnel. It includes police 
officers for the first time.

1950
“Uniting for Peace” resolution: 
Due to the blockade in the UN 
Security Council linked to the 
Korean War, the UN General As-
sembly assumes responsibility 
for peace and security.

75 Years of UN Peace Operations 

Glossar

Facts and figures on UN peace operations Facts and figures on Germany’s contribution

AMIB African Union Mission in Burundi
AU African Union
BINUB  UN Integrated Office in Burundi
BINUH  UN Integrated Office in Haiti
GDR German Democratic Republic
EU European Union
EUPM  EU Police Mission in Bosnia and  
 Herzegovina

1948 
UNTSO (Palestine): 300 mili-
tary observers (“blue helmets”) 
conduct ceasefire monitoring 
in the first UN peace operation. 
UNTSO is still deployed in 2023.

1948 
Folke Bernadotte, Count of 
Wisborg, is appointed UN me-
diator in Palestine. While this 
is considered the first political 
mission, the term Special Politi-
cal Mission is only introduced in 
the 1990s.

1956 
UNEF (Sinai) is the first UN 
peacekeeping operation with 
a mandate for military self-de-
fence.

From the end of the Cold War  
Between 1989 and 1994, the 
Security Council authorises 20 
new missions, more than in the 
preceding 40 years – particular-
ly in conflicts within states, such 
as UNAVEM (Angola), ONUSAL 
(El Salvador), ONUMOZ (Mo-
zambique) and UNMIH (Haiti).

1994-1995
UN missions fail to prevent the 
genocides in Rwanda (UNAMIR, 
1994) and Srebrenica in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina (UNPROFOR, 
1995).

1992
Mission of Long Duration in 
Kosovo, Sandjak and Vojvodina 
is the first CSCE field mission 
with 12 staff members. In 1995, 
the CSCE becomes the OSCE.

2003
AMIB (Burundi) is the first 
African Union (AU/OAU) peace 
support operation with  
approximately 3,000 military 
and civilian personnel.

2003
EUPM (Bosnia and Herzego-
vina) is the first civilian CSDP 
mission of the EU with approx. 
850 personnel.

1988 
UN Peacekeeping receives the 
Nobel Peace Prize for the con-
tribution of blue helmets to con-
flict prevention and the space 
they create for negotiations and 
the settlement of conflicts. 

1999 
UNAMSIL (Sierra Leone) is the 
first mission whose mandate 
includes Protection of Civilians 
(PoC).

Brahimi Report, 2000
Report of the Panel on United Nations Peace Operations (Brahimi  
Report) proposes measures for more effective and sustainable UN 
peacekeeping and peacebuilding.

Resolution 1325: Women, Peace, Security, 2000
Affirms the need for women‘s participation and protection and for 
considering gender dimensions in peace negotiations, peace operations, 
humanitarian response, and post-conflict recovery.

World Summit, 2005
Establishes the UN’s peacebuilding architecture, consisting of the 
Peacebuilding Commission, the Peacebuilding Fund and the Peace-
building Support Office. In 2016, twin resolutions on Sustaining Peace 
are adopted by the Security Council and the General Assembly. Political 
missions such as UNIOGBIS (Guinea-Bissau) and BINUB (Burundi) are 
mandated to support peacebuilding approaches.

HIPPO Report, 2015 
Report of the High-Level Independent Panel on Peace Operations (HIP-
PO Report) with recommendations on the safety and security of blue 
helmets, people-centred approaches in conflict areas, and the primacy 
of political solutions.

New Agenda for Peace, 2023
The agenda is intended to create a new strategic foundation for peace 
and security. The focus is on conflict prevention, regional approaches 
and greater flexibility as well as heightened responsiveness.

Capstone Doctrine, 2008
Handbook on guiding principles and core objectives of UN peace opera-
tions, which identifies key factors for success in the field.

An Agenda for Peace, 1992
Report of the UN Secretary-General, which defines approaches to 
pursuing and preserving peace for the first time: preventive diplomacy, 
peacemaking, peacekeeping and post-conflict peacebuilding.

Traditional blue helmet mis-
sions consist of unarmed mil-
itary observers or lightly armed 
troops, such as UNMOGIP (India/
Pakistan) or UNFICYP (Cyprus).

Political missions during the 
Cold War consist of special 
envoys (e.g., for Namibia, India/
Pakistan) and mediators (e.g., 
in Cyprus, Iraq/Kuwait). They 
provide “good offices” of quiet 
diplomacy.

The term “peacekeeping” is 
introduced and principles for its 
implementation are stipulated.

In the euphoria of the early 
1990s, there is talk of a “new 
world order.” From then on, 
peace operations are multidi-
mensional in nature and take on 
growing humanitarian, political 
and security tasks.

These failures and the difficul-
ties faced by other UN peace 
operations put a preliminary 
stop to the comprehensive 
engagement of the 1990s.

Other Nobel Peace Prizes: 1950 
Ralph Bunche (mediating in Pal-
estine); 1957 Lester B. Pearson 
(deploying UNEF); 1961 Dag 
Hammarskjöld (implementing 
the UN Charter); and 2001 Kofi 
Annan (revitalising the UN).

Since 1992, 19 CSCE/OSCE field 
missions have been completed. 
As of early 2023, 13 OSCE field 
missions are deployed.

 
Since then, the AU has mandat-
ed 15 missions. Currently, four 
missions are deployed.

Since 2003, 19 missions have 
been completed. Of the 22 on-
going missions, 13 are civilian 
and nine military in nature.

In 2023, more than 95% of UN 
personnel are deployed in oper-
ations with a PoC mandate.

Regional offices are Special Po-
litical Missions that implement 
strategies and support political 
processes across a region. Oth-
ers are UNRRCA (Central Asia) 
and UNOCA (Central Africa).

Five years after the “failure” 
in Rwanda, the UN adopts 
unprecedented, far-reaching 
mandates.

R2P emerged from the trau-
matic experiences of the 1990s 
and reflects a normative shift. 
To date, though, the Security 
Council has only invoked this 
principle in the case of Libya 
(2011).

The withdrawal of international 
operations after 20 years raises 
questions about the effective-
ness and goals of interventions. 

Despite fears to the contrary,  
all ongoing UN peace  
operations have so far  
been extended.

While rising geopolitical ten-
sions threaten to paralyse 
multilateral action, the Security 
Council remains functional and 
in 2022 adopts as many resolu-
tions as in the previous year.

The Iraq war has led to tensions 
in the Security Council – later 
intensified by the no-fly zone 
over Libya (2011) – which con-
tinue to shape discussions on 
peace operations today.

Foreign deployments are de-
clared constitutional. In every 
case, they require a political 
decision by the Cabinet and  
the Bundestag.

Earlier German Security Council 
memberships: 1977-1978 (Fed-
eral Republic), 1980-1981 (GDR), 
1987-1988 (Federal Republic), 
1995-1996, 2003-2004, and 
2011-2012 (Federal Republic).

In 1999, the UN returns to the 
Democratic Republic of the 
Congo with MONUC. In 2010, 
the mission is renamed  
MONUSCO.

The next “robust” peacekeeping 
operation only follows in 1993 
with UNOSOM II (Somalia). In 
2013, a robust unit, the Force 
Intervention Brigade, is estab-
lished within MONUSCO. 

Reunification enables  
Germany to play a more  
active role in the UN.

The German contingent in UNO-
SOM II comprises around 2,420 
soldiers and has supporting 
tasks. Due to the robust nature 
of the mandate, there is grow-
ing domestic political pressure 
to clarify the legal basis for 
military deployments abroad.

The General Assembly has 
made use of this option 13 
times since then. Most recent-
ly after Russia‘s invasion of 
Ukraine in 2022.
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Last established
2020 UNITAMS (Sudan) as 
a Special Political Mission
2014 MINUSCA (Central  
African Republic) as a 
Peacekeeping Operation.

Last ended 
UNAMID  
(Sudan, 2007-2020) and  
UNIOGBIS  
(Guinea-Bissau, 2009-2020)

New mandated tasks
Between 1948-2023, 
mandates have steadily 
expanded to now comprise 
25 prominent tasks, a recent 
addition is climate and envi-
ronmental security. MINUS-
MA was the first UN mis-
sion mandated to “properly 
manage its environmental 
impacts.” UNSOM (Somalia) 
and UNMISS (South Sudan) 
have a similar remit.

CSDP  EU Common Security and Defence Policy
CSCE Conference on Security and Co-operation  
 in Europe (CSCE)
MICAH International Civilian Support Mission in Haiti 
MICIVIH International Civilian Mission in Haiti
MIF  Multinational Interim Force (Haiti)
MINUJUSTH  UN Mission for Justice Support in Haiti
MINURSO UN Mission for the Referendum  
 in Western Sahara

MINUSCA UN Multidimensional Integrated Stabilisation 
 Mission in the Central African Republic
MINUSMA UN Multidimensional Integrated Stabilisation
 Mission in Mali
MINUSTAH   UN Stabilisation Mission in Haiti
MIPONUH  UN Civilian Police Mission in Haiti
MNF Multinational Force (Haiti)

MONUC UN Organisation Mission in the Democratic  
 Republic of the Congo
MONUSCO UN Organisation Stabilization Mission in the  
 Democratic Republic of the Congo
NATO North Atlantic Treaty Organisation
OAS Organisation of American States
OAU Organisation of African Unity
ONUC UN Operation in the Congo

ONUMOZ UN Operation in Mozambique
ONUSAL UN Observer Mission in El Salvador
OSCE Organisation for Security and Co-operation 
 in Europe
PoC Protection of Civilians
R2P Responsibility to Protect
UN United Nations
UNAMA UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan

UNAMID UN-AU Hybrid Operation in Darfur
UNAMIR UN Assistance Mission for Rwanda
UNAMSIL UN Mission in Sierra Leone
UNAVEM UN Angola Verification Mission
UNEF UN Emergency Force
UNFICYP UN Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus
UNIFIL UN Interim Force in Lebanon

UNIOGBIS UN Integrated Peacebuilding Office  
 in Guinea-Bissau
UNITAMS UN Integrated Transition Assistance  
 Mission in Sudan
UNMHA UN Mission to Support the Hudaydah Agreement
UNMIH UN Mission in Haiti
UNMIK UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo
UNMISS UN Mission in South Sudan

UNMOGIP UN Military Observer Group in India and Pakistan
UNOCA  UN Regional Office for Central Africa
UNOSOM I-II UN Operation in Somalia I-II
UNOWA/ 
UNOWAS  UN Office for West Africa and the Sahel
UNPROFOR UN Protection Force
UNRCCA  UN Regional Centre for Preventive Diplomacy for 
 Central Asia

UNSMIH UN Support Mission in Haiti
UNSOM UN Assistance Mission in Somalia 
UNTAC UN Transitional Authority in Cambodia
UNTAET UN Transitional Administration in East Timor
UNTMIH  UN Transition Mission in Haiti
UNTSO UN Truce Supervision Organisation
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Germany and peace operations

Currently largest and 
smallest UN Peacekeeping 
Operation (personnel)
MINUSCA 
(Central African Republic)

UNMOGIP 
(India and 
Pakistan)

18,486

110

Top 5 police- and troop-contributing countries

Total 

1990 2000 2010

1 Canada India Pakistan

2 Finland Nigeria Bangladesh

3 Austria Jordan India

4 Norway Bangladesh Nigeria

5 Ghana Ghana Egypt

 

2023

Bangladesh

Nepal

Rwanda

India

Pakistan

99,24538,501 76,36910,304

Haiti
The country hosting the 
highest number of peace 
operations: 
UNMIH (1993-1996)  
MICIVIH (1993-2000, OAS/UN) 
MNF (1994-1995, US-led) 
UNSMIH (1996-1997) 
UNTMIH (1997)  
MIPONUH (1997-2000) 
MICAH (2000-2001)
MIF (2004)
MINUSTAH (2004-2017)  
MINUJUSTH (2017-2019)  
BINUH (since 2019)

$4 million $767 million

Comparing budgets in 1948 and 2023
Since 1948, more than 2 million uniformed 
and civilian personnel have contributed to building 
peace in 71 peacekeeping operations.  

UNTSO UN 
Peacekeeping Operations

UN Special 
Political Missions

$6.45 billion

1948 2023
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Peacekeeping principles
In 1956, UN Secretary-Gen-
eral Dag Hammarskjöld 
stipulated three basic 
principles for peacekeeping 
operations: 

• 1. Consent of the  
   host government and    
    conflict parties, 

• 2. Impartiality of UN   
   operations,

• 3. Non-use of force  
   except in self-defence.

Germany's personnel contribution to UN peace operations

Germany’s financial contribution to the UN

2023, total regular budget:  $3.4 billion

German share: $178.8 million - fourth largest contribution

2022-2023, total peacekeeping budget: $6.25 billion 

German share: $549 million - fourth largest contribution

Germany's personnel contribution to UN peace operations

In 2023, Germany contributed police and troops 
to MINUSMA, UNIFIL, UNMISS, UNMIK, UNSOM, 
UNITAMS and MINURSO. After Italy and Spain, 
Germany is the third largest European police and 
troop contributor (ranked 34th out of 123 contribut-
ing countries overall).

*including support elements: 1,250

680 

881

664*

Highest number  
of uniformed personnel: 
107,805 (April 2015).

Neither of the two German 
states was a founding member 
of the UN – for a long time, 
membership was unimaginable.


